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plots against the Cardinal ; that they, with the Duke
of Bouillon, had agreed to make a treaty with Spain,
and to enter France with a hostile army while the
King was at Perpignan, and that he had twice
spoken with De Thou about the matter. He pro-
tested that he had never lent ear or heart to any
design against the Cardinal's person. " All my
life," he said, " I have held in horror such damn-
able thoughts against anyone, and much more
against a life so precious and sacred, which I pray
God may long be preserved to France."

On June 28th, the King visited the Cardinal at
Tarascon, and they met again after their two months'
separation. Both were such invalids that their beds
were placed side by side, and thus their conference
was held. Louis feared Richelieu's reproaches, as
a truant schoolboy fears his teacher's; but the
Cardinal was profuse only in gratitude and devotion.
Greatly cheered by this, the King, after assuring
the minister of his confidence and affection, returned
to St. Germain.

Though the King had been prompt in ordering
the arrest^f^Cin^Mars, it was feared that he might
relent, and his resentment was carefully kept alive,
On the 4th of August, Louis published and sent to
the parliaments, chief cities, and foreign ambas-
sadors a statement of his relations with the late
favourite, prepared by Richelieu, and containing
strange confessions for a king. In it he said :

" The notable change in M. de Cinq^Mars for a year
decided us to watch his words and actions, that we might
discover the cause. For this end we resolved to let himin which he de-
